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WELCOME
Welcome to the 2022-2023 edition of the
Cowes Harbour Handbook.

After two years of the Covid hiatus, 2022
looks to be a classic for all boating and
waterborne activities. From sea swimming
and paddleboarding to motorboating and
yacht racing, the demand to get afloat has
never been higher. As a result, boat sales
are booming, and it is inspiring to see new
people getting involved, effectively saying,
'Why wait, let's do it!'

With so many boats of different types on
the water, a packed regatta diary (see pages
17-21), and people returning to active
boating after a break or new to the pastime,
safety should be uppermost in all our
minds. Cowes is a busy harbour, and on
any summer Saturday it can look like chaos
with boats crossing the fairway, exiting
marinas, turning to drop sails or prepare
fenders – and that is without factoring in
the ferries and commercial shipping.

So our Harbour Patrol Officers are out
every day offering advice and encouraging
enforcement of harbour rules, like the 6-
knot speed limit. Their first approach is
always friendly education, with further
action available depending on the
circumstances or for repeat offences. Team
members are highly experienced boaters
with deep knowledge of the estuary, so if
you have a question or need some advice,
don't hesitate to ask.

We'll be welcoming some larger visitors to
Cowes this year as cruise ships make a
return to the outer harbour anchorage.
Between April and October, there are
sixteen vessel visits, with more bookings
into 2024. One of the highlights this
summer will be the 135m three-masted
'windjammer' Sea Cloud Spirit, making her
maiden UK visit in June.

Visitors by cruise ship, ferry or yacht are
vital to our local economy, spending
money with local hostelries and retailers
and spreading the story of our lovely town
and beautiful Island.

Welcome to all Cowes Harbour residents
and visitors – we wish you a peaceful and
happy year afloat.

Gary Hall
Chief Executive
Cowes Harbour Commission

GET IN TOUCH
Cowes Harbour Commission
Harbour Office, Town Quay, Cowes PO31 7AS
Tel: 01983 293952 chc@cowes.co.uk cowesharbourcommission.co.uk
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NEW IN

2022

UKSA

UFFA FOX CELEBRATION
Uffa Fox, a legend, an innovator. A celebration marking
50 years since his death will include many of his most
famous boats on display and racing in Cowes.
uf50.org

SOLENT PLATINUM JUBILEE CELEBRATION
As part of the celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee
there will be a Solent fleet review on Saturday 6 August 2022
followed by a Silver Spitfire Air Display.

UKSA AMBASSADOR
UKSA has announced world renowned sailor Dee Caffari
as its Youth and Mental Health Ambassador, helping to raise
awareness and find solutions to help young people whose
mental health has been affected by falling below the poverty
line.
uksa.org

Guido Cantini/Panerai

FIFE AT THE SQUADRON
A number of the spectacular big classic yachts
normally only seen in the Mediterranean will
be racing in the Solent in July at a special
invitation regatta.
rys.org.uk



VENTURE QUAYS
The Isle of Wight Council has purchased Venture Quays in
East Cowes, securing the historic Columbine site, famous
for its huge Union Flag doors, as a centre for boat building.
iow.gov.uk
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WIGHT SHIPYARD
The Wight Shipyard Co. have merged with
multinational shipbuilder OCEA to capitalise
on the fast ferry and offshore energy markets
including two new hybrid technology Thames
passenger catamarans.
wightshipyard.com

Wight Shipyard

Venture Quays

Sea Cloud Spirit

ROUND BRITAIN AND IRELAND RACE
Held every four years, the Sevenstar Round Britain and Ireland Race,
organised by RORC starts from Cowes on the Sunday after Cowes Week.
roundbritainandireland.rorc.uk

THE SUGAR STORE
The Sugar Store at Shepards Marina will be open at weekends
from May to September and all week in the summer, offering
hot beverages and patisseries in the morning and a range of
fabulous pizzas and refreshing beers and wines from lunchtime
onwards.

CRUISE SHIPS
Cruise ship visits to Cowes are back. Highlights this year
include the 135m windjammer Sea Cloud Spirit on her maiden
voyage to the Solent and the ultra-luxury expedition yacht
Scenic Eclipse.
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Cowes hosts a large number of races and regattas
during the season for boats and yachts of all types
and sizes, with regular mid-week racing, national
and international championships and of course the
world-famous Round the Island Race and Cowes
Week. Here are some of the highlights, see the
calendar pages for the full listing.

COWES SPRING CLASSICS
Now in its fifth year, Cowes Spring Classics on 20 to
22 May is a relaxed regatta both on and off the water
where the social side and the appreciation of the
fabulous classic yachts is as important as the racing.

Based at Shepards Marina, Cowes Spring Classics is
open to a wide range of classic yachts, large and small.
Events with racing organised by Cowes Corinthian
Yacht Club.
cowesspringclassics.com

ROUND THE ISLAND RACE
This year’s Round the Island Race is on Saturday
25 June, organised by the Island Sailing Club. In 2021,
the 90th year of the race, ISC welcomed over 1,200
boats and 8,000 competitors, who enjoyed an
absolutely magical extravaganza on the waters around
the Isle of Wight.

The race continues to live up to its reputation as a
‘Race for All’ – welcoming sailors from all over the
world, with professional sailors, keen amateur crews,
families and first-time racers competing on the same
50 nautical mile racecourse around the Isle of Wight.

The race provides a unique and thrilling experience
for all of the crews while spectators can enjoy a
fantastic view of all the action from many points on
the Island’s breathtaking coastline.
roundtheisland.org.uk

COWES CLASSICS WEEK
This year, with racing from Monday 27 June to Friday
1 July, the regatta attracts more classic yachts than any
other event of its kind in the world. Organised by the
Royal London Yacht Club and supported by most of
the other Cowes yacht clubs, racing is on a number
of different courses for Metre boats, Classic Racing
Dayboats and Yachts, Old Gaffers and Spirit of
Tradition Yachts.

Cowes Classics Day, a new feature of Cowes Classics
Week launched in 2021 and featuring many classic
cars, yachts and motor boats on display, will be held
on Sunday 26 June.
cowesclassicsweek.org

A look at the biggest events taking place in Cowes this year
2022 REGATTAS

EVENTS

The Round the Island fleet make a spectacular sight passing St Catherine’s Lighthouse

© Paul Wyeth
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FIFE AT THE SQUADRON
Promising to be one of the most spectacular and
glamorous events of the year, this invitation regatta
hosted by the Royal Yacht Squadron runs from
11 to 14 July.

Following the Richard Mille Fife Regatta on the Clyde,
Scotland in June, some of the yachts normally only
seen in the Mediterranean will be racing in the Solent,
including Mariquita, Moonbeam lll, Moonbeam lV,
e Lady Anne, Cintra and Viola.
rys.org.uk

BRITISH CLASSIC WEEK
Founded in 2002 and hosted by the British Classic
Yacht Club (BCYC), British Classic Week will
celebrate its 20th anniversary from 16 to 23 July in
Cowes this year and is set to be a vibrant celebration
of classic yachts on and off the water.

Criteria for entry is IRC classic yachts of 24ft and over
or modern classic, Spirit of Tradition yachts of either
wood or steel construction. This year, the regatta will
host a new class for gaff-rigged yachts to race under
the latest OGA ratings. Cruising yachts and classic
motor boats are also invited to join British Classic
Week to watch the racing, explore local waters and
enjoy the social scene.

The six race series organised by the Royal Yacht
Squadron will see a fleet of up to 60 beautifully
maintained classic yachts do battle in the iconic tidal
waters of the Solent. The social programme will be as
lively as ever, including drinks at the Royal Yacht
Squadron, a dockside BBQ, and prize giving dinner.
britishclassicweek.co.uk

COWES WEEK
Cowes Week is the largest regatta of its kind in the
world with over 40 daily races and around 600 boats
taking part from Saturday 30 July to Friday 5 August.
Thousands of competitors race during the week
ranging from Olympic and world-class professionals
to weekend sailors, and in excess of 100,000
spectators come to watch, enjoy the parties and live
entertainment, and experience the unique
atmosphere.

The Racing will follow a similar format to 2021 with
more starts off the Royal Yacht Squadron line bringing
the racing action closer to the shore for spectators.
All racing will complete on Friday 5 August with the
overall prize giving taking place in the Event Centre
at Cowes Yacht Haven in the evening.

Mariquita is one of the big Fife’s visiting Cowes this summer

© Guido Cantini/Panerai

A wide variety of boats compete in British Classic Week

© Chris Brown/BCW
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Capable • Helpful • Efficient
Medina Yard, Arctic Road, Cowes, PO31 7PG

01983 203872 or info@medinayard.co.uk
www.medinayard.co.uk

“The Thriving Boatyard at the centre of world Yachting”
We are Located on the River Medina next to Cowes

Nearby are the Red Funnel passenger and vehicle ferries
Medina Yard manages an Open Yard Policy

We can lift vessels from 1 to 60 tonnes, and up to 6 metres beam
Crane services for Spars, engines and

equipment can be arranged
Go to our Website for information and an Online Quote

24 hour security with CCTV



Cowes Week has a number of themes running
throughout the week that involve both competitors
and visitors. Family Day on Sunday 31 July will see a
host of family-friendly activities taking place on The
Parade in the Regatta Village or families can also get
out on the water on one of the spectator boats for a
special discounted rate. Monday 1 August is Charity
Day and the official event charities for 2022 are
Scaramouche Sailing Trust and the Jubilee Sailing
Trust. They will be providing various activities
throughout the week on The Parade and further plans
will be announced nearer to the Regatta. Women’s
Day, on Tuesday 2 August is a celebration of women
in sailing while Youth Day at Cowes Week on
Wednesday 3 August is all about encouraging,

facilitating and inspiring young people to get involved
in sailing. Friday 4 August is Best of British Day,
celebrating achievement and participation in sport.

To add to the on-the-water action, the lively apres-sail
atmosphere at Cowes Week means there are plenty of
social and exciting onshore activities for sailors and
the thousands of spectators who visit Cowes each year.
Cowes has a fantastic range of pubs, cafes, restaurants
and yachts clubs, all welcoming competitors and
visitors to the town. Combined with the pop-up
venues, bars and retailers at Cowes Yacht Haven,
the Lawn Bar at Northwood House and the busy
Cowes Parade with its Crew Bar, food stalls and
family-friendly entertainment, there really is
something for everyone.

The Cowes Week Spectator App, introduced last year
(and available to download from the App Store from
Mid-July 2022), provides visitors to the Regatta with
live, real-time information on all racing and shoreside
activities.
cowesweek.co.uk

SEVENSTAR ROUND BRITAIN AND
IRELAND RACE
Starting from Cowes on Sunday 7 August, this is one
of the highlights of RORC’s busy season. Held every
four years, the 1,805nm Sevenstar Round Britain and
Ireland race, first organised by the Royal Ocean
Racing Club in 1976, is a true marathon of

12 COWES HARBOUR HANDBOOK

Cowes Week is just one of the events taking place in Cowes during the year

© Martin Allen/CWL

IRC Zero are the fastest of the hundreds of boats racing each year

© Paul Wyeth/CWL
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Cowes Week action close to town

© Paul Wyeth/CWL

epic proportions. RORC run a full programme of
Solent and international events during the year with
both inshore and longer offshore races.
rorc.org

UFFA FOX 50 CELEBRATION
From Thursday 18 to Sunday 21 August, Cowes will
celebrate 50 years since the death of its most famous
designer and builder of small boats.

The celebrations will feature a number of events on
and off the water, including a static display on Cowes
Parade, a talk at the Classic Boat Museum in East
Cowes, opening reception at East Cowes Town Hall
and racing organised by the Royal London Yacht Club.
uf50.org

COWES TORQUAY COWES
POWERBOAT RACE
Powerboat fans should look out for the popular Cowes
Torquay Cowes race on Sunday 28 August. This
traditional August Bank Holiday event first ran in
1961 and the fastest boats can cover the 182 nautical
mile course in just over 2 hours.
cowestorquaycowes.co.uk

ETCHELLS WORLDS
From 15 to 24 September Cowes will host the Etchells
World Championship. This popular Cowes class will
be welcoming Etchells sailors from around the world,

hosted by the Royal Yacht Squadron.
etchells.org

CAPE 31NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS
These fast, exciting open seven man keelboats are
becoming more and more popular in the Solent, with
as many as 20 expected to be racing this year. Built in
Cape Town, they are designed as an affordable high
performance race boat, their National Championships
organised in Cowes by the Royal Yacht Squadron, are
from 30 September to 2 October.
cape31uk.com

Flying Fifteens will be racing during the Uffa Fox 50 celebration

© Paul Wyeth/CWL
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The Royal Ocean Racing Club (RORC) was founded in 1925 in
Plymouth following the very first Fastnet race. Throughout the
year the RORC hosts a busy schedule of both inshore regattas in
the Solent and cross-channel races, including the Vice Admiral’s
Cup in May and the Rolex Fastnet Race in August.
The RORC has a global membership and is one of the largest

racing clubs in the world, and is also a national authority for the
measurement and rating of offshore yachts, called IRC Rating.
This is managed by the RORC Ratings team based in Lymington.
The RORC London Clubhouse is located in St James’s Place, just off
Green Park, and is an exclusive London base for RORC members
and guests to enjoy.
In Cowes, the RORC maintains two locations: the RORC Cowes

Clubhouse, and the Disrespect in which the RORC Race Team are
based. The RORC Cowes Clubhouse is located at thewater’s edge,
at the end of the Parade. The Cowes Clubhouse grounds possesses
unrivalled sea views over the Solent, and provide a perfect spot to
have lunch andwatch the days sailing. The Clubhouse is renowned
for hosting a variety of social events throughout the year, for
members, visiting yachtsmen and guests.
The Clubhouse also has fourteen bedrooms; sevenwith en-suite

facilities and a further seven non-en-suite well-appointed
bedrooms with adjacent bath or shower rooms.
• Regattas run by the Club through the year include:
Vice Admiral’s Cup – May
IRC National
Championships – June
Rolex Fastnet Race
– August
Racing on a regular
basis for a variety of
classes including:
Darings, International
Dragons, Etchells and
X One Designs

For more details go to: www.rorc.org
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The Classic Boat Museum continue to make
improvements to the Boat Shed, close to the
Hammerhead Crane in Cowes, and the Gallery,
part of the historic Columbine (Union Jack) building
in East Cowes where the latest innovation is the new
Dinghy Simulator.

The Dinghy Simulator is a better that an ordinary
virtual sailing experience in that everything you do
from operating the tiller, to pulling in the main sheet
and where your weight is on the boat, immediately
affects your performance. It’s especially fun for all the
family, whether you are just starting out or are an
experienced sailor. Using gaming technology, sailors
sit inside a life-sized cockpit and experience the
physical sensations of steering and controlling the
boat, whilst seeing the results of their actions live on
screen. Sensors automatically respond and relay
visually what is happening as they steer the boat. With
interchangeable seats, the Dinghy Simulator is
versatile enough to be used by young people and
disabled visitors. It has been funded by a National

Heritage Fund Lottery Grant to promote sailing for
new audiences.
classicboatmuseum.com

More Cowes marine heritage can be found at the
Max Aitken Museum in Cowes High Street and
Cowes Library and Maritime Museum in Beckford
Road. The East Cowes Heritage Centre in Clarence
Road includes a permanent display of East Cowes
history and an extensive archive collection.

The biggest event on the Island is the Isle of Wight
Festival on 16 to 19 June. Taking place in Seaclose
Park close to Newport on the eastern bank of the
River Medina. There will be a large increase in river
traffic and water taxi activity over the weekend.

The most popular tourist attraction in the area is
Queen Victoria’s holiday home Osborne in East
Cowes. Northwood House in Cowes also hosts a
number of events during the year including activities
during Cowes Week. Please check with the individual
venues for opening times.

Cowes has a number of attractions for visitors off the water
LEARN TO SAIL WITHOUT GETTING WET
The new Dinghy Simulator at the Classic Boat Museum Gallery

Classic Boat Museum
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CALENDAR OF COWES RACES AND REGATTAS
CALENDAR

Due to the current restrictions events may be subject to delay or cancellation. For the latest information on
Cowes events please visit cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/events or individual club websites.

April

Saturday 9 April to Sunday 10 April Etchells Spring Regatta RLYC
Saturday 9 April to Sunday 10 April Weekend Series CCYC
Tuesday 12 April Evening Racing every Tuesday until 23 August ISC
Thursday 14 April Evening Racing every Thursday until 11 August ECSC
Friday 15 April Honda Marine Race One JOG
Friday 15 April to Sunday 17 April RORC Easter Challenge RORC
Sunday 17 April Honda Marine Race Two JOG
Saturday 23 April CCYC Members' Regatta CCYC
Saturday 23 to Sunday 24 April Solent Shakedown, Inshore Races 1 and 2 SORC
Friday 29 April Exposure OLAS Race JOG
Saturday 30 April to Sunday 1 May RORC Cervantes Trophy Race RORC
Saturday 30 April to Monday 2 May Bank of England Regatta ISC
Saturday 30 April to Monday 2 May Saturday 30 April to Sunday 1 May RYS
Saturday 30 April to Sunday 1 May Cowes Solent Series RLYC

May

Saturday 7 to Sunday 8 May Weekend Series CCYC
Saturday 7 to Sunday 8 May Poole and Back, Inshore Races 2 and 3 SORC
Saturday 7 to Sunday 8 May Cowes Solent Series RYS
Saturday 14 May Christchurch Bay Race ISC
Saturday 14 May Weymouth Race JOG
Saturday 14 to Sunday 15 May RORC De Guingand Bowl RORC
Saturday 14 to Sunday 15 May J70 South Coast Championships RYS
Saturday 14 to Sunday 15 May Cowes Keelboat Championship RLYC
Thursday 19 May J70 Gourmet Regatta RYS
Friday 20 May Osmotic UK Alderney Race JOG
Friday 20 to Sunday 22 May RORC Vice Admirals Cup RORC
Friday 20 to Sunday 22 May Cowes Spring Classics CCYC
Friday 20 to Sunday 22 May Sea Fever Regatta CCYC
Saturday 21 May City Livery Regatta ISC
Saturday 21 to Sunday 22 May Cowes Solent Series RYS
Monday 23 to Friday 27 May IDOR ISC
Friday 27 May Deauville Race RLYC
Friday 27 to Monday 30 May Weymouth and Back, Offshore Races 1, 2 and 3 SORC
Saturday 28 to Sunday 29 May Cowes Solent Series ISC
Tuesday 31 to Friday 3 June Cornerstone Cup RYS

Date Event Organising Club

Key:
ASTO Association of Sail Training Organisations
BPRC British Powerboat Racing Club
CCYC Cowes Corinthian Yacht Club
ECSC East Cowes Sailing Club
ISC Island Sailing Club
JOG Junior Offshore Group

RLYC Royal London Yacht Club
RORC Royal Ocean Racing Club
RTYC Royal Thames Yacht Club
RYS Royal Yacht Squadron
SORC Solo Offshore Racing Club
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June

Thursday 2 June Predict Wind Deauville Race JOG
Thursday 2 to Saturday 4 June RORC Myth of Malham Race RORC
Friday 3 to Saturday 4 June Cowes Solent Series CCYC
Saturday 4 to Sunday 5 June Etchells Southern Area Championship RTYC
Saturday 4 to Sunday 5 June Weekend Series CCYC
Saturday 5 June to Sunday 6 June Cowes Keelboat Solent Series 2 RORC
Thursday 9 June PropSail Regatta RLYC
Thursday 9 to Sunday 12 June Brewin Dolphin RS Elite International Grand Prix RYS
Friday 10 June Solent to Dartmouth, Offshore Race 4 SORC
Friday 10 to Saturday 11 June J70 Southern Area Championship RTYC
Friday 10 to Sunday 12 June RORC IRC National Championship RORC
Saturday 11 to Sunday 12 June Cowes Keelboat Championship ISC
Saturday 12 to Sunday 13 June 6M Open Championships 1st Weekend RYS
Friday 17 to Saturday 18 June RORC Morgan Cup RORC
Saturday 18 June One Sails (GB) South Race One JOG
Saturday 18 to Sunday 19 June Etchells South Coast Championships RLYC
Saturday 18 to Sunday 19 June Weekend Series CCYC
Saturday 18 to Sunday 19 June Cowes Solent Series RTYC
Saturday 18 to Sunday 19 June British Dragon South Coast Championship CCYC
Sunday 19 June Old Carthusians J70 Regatta RYS
Sunday 19 June One Sails (GB) South Race Two JOG
Wednesday 22 to Saturday 25 June HP 30 Nationals ISC
Thursday 23 to Friday 24 June Inter-Services Regatta RYS
Saturday 25 June Round The Island Race ISC
Monday 27 June to Friday 1 July Cowes Classics Week RLYC
Thursday 30 June to Saturday 2 July J Cup RORC

July

Saturday 2 July Solent Race ECSC
Saturday 2 to Sunday 3 July Younger Members J70 Regatta RTYC
Saturday 2 to Sunday 3 July Cumberland Regatta RTYC
Saturday 2 to Sunday 3 July Weekend Series CCYC
Monday 4 to Wednesday 6 July Commodore's Invitational RYS
Thursday 7 July to Sunday 10 July Members' Regatta RYS
Friday 9 July to Sunday 10 July RORC Cowes-Dinard-St Malo Race RORC
Saturday 9 to Sunday 10 July Contessa 32 Regatta CCYC
Saturday 9 to Sunday 10 July Cowes Keelboat Championship CCYC
Monday 11 to Thursday 14 July Fife at the Squadron RYS
Friday 15 to Sunday 17 July Etchells National Championships RYS
Saturday 16 July Solent Race ISC
Saturday 16 to Sunday 17 July Cowes Solent Series RLYC
Saturday 16 to Sunday 17 July Weekend Series CCYC
Saturday 16 to Saturday 23 July British Classic Week RYS
Saturday 23 July ECSC Regatta ECSC
Saturday 23 July HDYC Regatta RYS
Saturday 23 July Round the Isle of Wight SORC
Saturday 23 to Sunday 14 July RORC Channel Race RORC
Sunday 24 July Cowes Solent Series RYS
Saturday 30 July to Friday 5 August Cowes Week Cowes Week Ltd

Date Event Organising Club
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August

Saturday 6 August Windeler Cup ISC
Sunday 7 August Sevenstar Round Britain and Ireland Race RORC
Saturday 13 August Salcombe Gin Race JOG
Saturday 13 August Etchells Red Funnel Regatta RLYC
Saturday 13 to Sunday 14 August Members' Open Regatta CCYC
Sunday 14 to Friday 19 August Half Ton Classics Cup RORC
Thursday 18 to Sunday 21 August Uffa Fox 50 Celebration RLYC
Saturday 20 to Friday 26 August Flying Fifteen European Championships CCYC
Sunday 21 August Swallows and Amazons ISC
Friday 26 August Serversys Channel Race JOG
Friday 26 to Monday 29 August Channel Islands, Cherbourg and back SORC
Saturday 27 to Sunday 28 August Cowes Keelboat Championship RYS
Sunday 28 August Cowes Torquay Cowes Powerboat Race BPRC
Sunday 28 August Brunch every Sunday until 2 October ECSC
Tuesday 30 August Bang and Go Back Race ISC

September

Friday 2 to Saturday 3 September RORC Cherbourg Race RORC
Friday 2 to Sunday 4 September Etchells European Championships RYS
Saturday 3 September Nab Cowes Race ISC
Saturday 3 September Forts Race CCYC
Saturday 3 to Sunday 4 September Cowes Keelboat Championship RORC
Monday 5 to Friday 9 September RCSA ISC
Friday 9 to Sunday 10 September Little Britain Challenge Cup ISC
Saturday 10 September RORC IRC Double Handed Nationals RORC
Saturday 10 September Stoneways Marine Insurance Cowes to Poole JOG
Saturday 10 to Sunday 11 September Cowes Keelboat Championship RTYC
Saturday 10 to Monday 12 September Etchells Pre-World Championships RYS
Friday 16 to Sunday 18 September RTYC Annual Regatta RTYC
Friday 16 to Friday 22 September Etchells World Championships RYS
Saturday 17 to Sunday 18 October Weekend Series CCYC
Saturday 17 to Sunday 18 October Yarmouth and Back, Inshore Race SORC
Saturday 17 to Sunday 18 October Cowes Solent Series CCYC
Monday 19 to Friday 23 September Griffin Trophy ISC
Saturday 24 September Henri-Lloyd Home Ports Regatta Race One JOG
Saturday 24 to Sunday 25 September Cowes Solent Series and Roddy Carritt Trophy ISC
Sunday 25 September Henri-Lloyd Home Ports Regatta Race Two ISC
Tuesday 27 September Britannia Team Racing RYS
Friday 30 September The Final Wrap to Cherbourg JOG
Friday 30 September to Sunday 2 October Cape 31 National Championships RYS

October

Saturday 1 October Members' Open Regatta CCYC
Saturday 1 October Bar v Bench RYS
Saturday 1 to Sunday 2 October Arrow Trophy RLYC
Saturday 1 to Sunday 2 October Eastern Solent/Hayling Bay, Inshore Series 7 and 8) SORC
Saturday 1 to Sunday 2 October Roddy Carritt Trophy ISC
Monday 3 October J70 Gourmet Regatta RYS
Saturday 2 to Sunday 3 October RTYC One Design Weekend RTYC
Saturday 8 October John Lewis Regatta ISC
Saturday 8 to Sunday 9 October Etchells Ice Bucket CCYC
Saturday 10 to Sunday 11 October PSUK Regatta ISC
Saturday 15 October Nab Tower Race SORC

Date Event Organising Club
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ROYAL YACHT
SQUADRON

Founded in 1815, the Royal Yacht Squadron (RYS) is
one of the oldest and most prestigious yacht clubs in
the world. The home of the RYS is the iconic Cowes
Castle at the western end of The Parade near
The Green. It is a spectacular spot to watch the starts
during Cowes Week and other major events.
The RYS has an active racing and cruising programme
during the year.
rys.org.uk

ROYAL LONDON
YACHT CLUB

The Royal London Yacht Club was founded in 1838.
The Club’s home since 1868 has been an elegant
Regency house on The Parade in Cowes. The Club
runs a full programme of racing, cruising and social
events, the flagship event is Cowes Classics Week, the
largest regatta of its type in the world. The club offers
excellent shoreside accommodation and members
can berth their boats on the private section of
Trinity Landing.
rlyc.org.uk

COWES CORINTHIAN
YACHT CLUB

The Cowes Corinthian Yacht Club is based in the
heart of Cowes on Birmingham Road. Established in
1952 CCYC is the only Yacht Club in Cowes that can
provide marina berths and shoreside boat storage to
its members. With a relaxed and friendly atmosphere
CCYC welcomes all local and visiting sailors.
Bar opening hours can be found on the website.
The club holds sailing, racing and social events
throughout the year.
ccyc.org.uk

ISLAND
SAILING CLUB

One of the busiest and biggest Clubs in Britain the
Island Sailing Club (ISC) is always very welcoming.
The Club offers a packed sailing program. The world
famous Round the Island Race is organised by the
ISC. This year’s race is on Saturday 25 June. From
April to September the Club runs the popular Tuesday
night racing. The Island Sailing Club also offers
excellent bar and restaurant facilities with stunning
views of Cowes Harbour and the Solent.
islandsc.org.uk

ROYAL OCEAN
RACING CLUB

The Royal Ocean Racing Club (RORC) was founded
in 1925. It is a national authority for the measurement
and rating of offshore yachts and is involved in the
organisation of offshore events around the world.
The RORC hosts a busy schedule of both inshore
regattas in the Solent and cross-channel races,
including the Vice Admiral’s Cup in May and the
bi-annual Rolex Fastnet Race in August. The RORC
Cowes Clubhouse has 12 bedrooms provides the
perfect spot to have lunch and watch the day’s sailing.
rorc.org

EAST COWES
SAILING CLUB

East Cowes Sailing Club (ECSC) runs popular
Thursday evening racing throughout the season
catering to dinghy and handicap cruisers. The
clubhouse is located behind the Victoria Tavern pub
on Clarence Road in East Cowes. The club has a river
frontage with storage sheds, a number of small boat
moorings and a walk-ashore pontoon. There is also a
dinghy park in East Cowes, but no bar facilities.
eastcowessc.co.uk

GURNARD
SAILING CLUB

Gurnard Sailing Club (GSC) is the Island’s premier
dinghy club. It has a full sailing, social and training
calendar, with coaching for both adults and youths.
Based in Gurnard Bay, a mile or so west of Cowes, the
sailing waters include strong tides, a rocky shore and
challenging conditions, making for first-class sailing.
The club has dinghy parking for members.
gurnardsc.org.uk

ROYAL THAMES
YACHT CLUB

Founded over 240 years ago, the Royal Thames Yacht
Club (RTYC) is the oldest continuously operating
yacht club in the world. The London clubhouse has a
superb position at 60 Knightsbridge, with views over
Hyde Park. Facilities include members’
accommodation and a fine dining restaurant. In
Cowes, the Royal Thames operates primarily from
Shepards Marina where the club's J/70 fleet is based.
RTYC organises keelboat racing and cruising events,
and has an active younger members racing division.
royalthames.com

YACHT CLUBS IN COWES
Most of the regattas in Cowes are organised by its yacht clubs,
there is one to suit everyone

YACHT
CLUBS
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Everything you need to know about mooring in Cowes and the River Medina
YOUR GUIDE TO MOORING IN COWES

VISITING
COWES



© Available Light

Cowes is busy throughout the year with racing
yachts and regattas, but it also offers much for
cruising sailors and motorboaters. Cowes is one of
the south’s most sheltered locations, with access to
fine cruising grounds east and west and of course
everything the Isle of Wight has to offer.

The Harbour has high quality marinas and a large
number of visitor moorings and river pontoons both
in Cowes Harbour and upstream on the River Medina
where visitors can find more secluded tranquil spots
to spend a few hours or days afloat.

Visitor mooring charges are shown in this section,
listed from the harbour entrance to Newport,
although special rates may apply during major events
so enquiring in advance is recommended.

For river pontoons and swinging moorings,
call ‘HM1’ on VHF Ch 69.
For marinas, call on VHF Ch 80.
During busy periods you may need to ‘raft up’.
As a courtesy, hail the vessel you intend to moor
alongside.
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TRINITY LANDING
The outside of Trinity Landing is for pick-up and
drop-off only, except by prior arrangement. You may
moor free with the vessel attended for 10 minutes for
landing or boarding crew. Mooring on the inside of
the pontoon is available under the direction of the
Harbour Master. Both water and metered electricity
are available.

EVENT MOORINGS
M row: From May to October a row of heavy duty
yellow swinging moorings is laid to the west of the
harbour entrance between Egypt Point and the Royal
Yacht Squadron providing deep water moorings for
vessels up to 25m.

J row: Between June and August laid to the east of the
harbour entrance and south of the Snowden buoy for
vessels between 10-35m.

In July approximately 150 additional swinging
moorings for small day class vessels will be laid to the
northeast and south of the Cowes Breakwater for
Cowes Classics Week and Cowes Week.

TOWN QUAY
Providing easy access to Cowes High Street, Town
Quay lies adjacent to the Red Jet terminal and in front
of the Harbour Office. Town Quay offers pontoon
moorings for RIBs under 9m in length. Cowes water
taxis also operate from Town Quay.

COWES YACHT HAVEN
Cowes Yacht Haven is a world-class marina based in
the heart of Cowes. Its town centre location allows for
easy access to a high street full of pubs, restaurants
and shops within seconds.

The popular Pontoon View pop-up bar and restaurant
will be returning in 2022. Marina facilities include
Wi-Fi, showers, toilets and a launderette as well as
on-site engineers, electricians and boat repairers.

The Yacht Haven offers 260 fully serviced berths, 24/7
access, a 50 ton hoist, 25 ton boat mover and 22 ton
mobile crane for lifting and launching boats in the dry
sail space. North basin pontoons are numbered using
‘N’ followed by the pontoon number and indicated by
blue-coloured tops to the piles. South basin ‘S’ are
indicated by white tops and red tops for resident
pontoons.
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Key
1. Cowes event moorings
2. No. 1 starboard buoy
3. No. 2 port buoy
4. Royal Yacht Squadron Haven
5. Trinity Landing
6. Cowes breakwater
7. The Parade
8. RNLI lifeboat station
9. Main harbour moorings
10. Eastern channel
11. Shrape breakwater
12. Red Jet terminal
13. Town Quay & Harbour Office
14. Cowes Yacht Haven
15. Lallows fuel pontoon
16. Venture Quays
17. Shepards Marina
18. Red Funnel ferry terminal
19. Chain Ferry
20. Cowes Harbour Fuels
21. Clarence Boatyard & Solent Marine Services
22. Whitegates pontoons
23. East Cowes Marina
24. Medina Wharf
25. Large vessel turning area
26. Kingston Boatyard
27. Training pontoon
28. Folly Reach pontoons
29. Folly Inn
30. Island Harbour Marina
31. Newport Harbour

VHF Ch 69 call sign ‘HM1’
Overnight mooring: £2.50 per metre, short stay
£1.50 per metre.
cowesharbourservices.co.uk

VHF Ch 69 call sign ‘HM1’
Event bookings to be made via your class secretary.
Outside of events overnight mooring: £1.60 per
metre, short stays less than 4hrs £1.50 per metre.
cowesharbourservices.co.uk

VHF Ch 69 call sign ‘HM1’
Overnight mooring: £2.50 per metre, short stay
£1.50 per metre
cowesharbourservices.co.uk

VHF Ch 80 call sign ‘Cowes Yacht Haven’.
Tel: 01983 299975
Email: info@cowesyachthaven.com,
berthing@cowesyachthaven.com
Mooring: £3.90 per metre per night,
short stay £1.45 per metre.
Lower winter rates apply November to March.
cowesyachthaven.com
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Will Squibb Ltd. Attrills Yard, The Duver,
St Helens, Isle of Wight, PO33 1YB

office@willsquibb.net
01983 874629

www.willsquibb.net

rigging – restoration – storage – surveying
grp laminate and traditional wood builds

electrical and engineering work

FOLLY
WATERBUS

VHF 77
07974 864627

FOLLY
LAUNCH

VHF 72
07884 400046

COWES
WATER TAXIS

CH06
07551 431993
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SHEPARDS MARINA
Two minutes walk from the centre of Cowes, Cowes
Harbour Shepards Marina is a family-friendly marina
offering visitor and annual berthing. Visitor berths
can be booked in advance, subject to availability.

All berths benefit from water and electricity,
free Wi-Fi, showers, and site-wide CCTV.
Discounted rates for rallies of six or more boats,
sailing schools, and winter berthing. On site are
Basque Kitchen Restaurant, Salty Sailing, Island
Divers, and Solent Sails.

Shepards Marina is home to the Dry Sailing Centre
for day class yachts and RIBs, motorboats and
trailered keelboats, with a marina basin for the
exclusive use of Dry Sailing clients. A state-of-the-art
hydraulic marine crane offers maximum launch and
lift flexibility to 6 tonnes.

Shepards Marina is also home to Cowes Harbour
Commission’s moorings and berthing team.

THE SUGAR STORE
The Sugar Store at Shepards Marina will be open at
weekends from May to September, offering hot
beverages and patisseries in the morning and a range
of fabulous pizzas and refreshing beers and wines
from lunchtime onwards.

With indoor seating for up to 100 and the same again
on the Pier overlooking Cowes Harbour, The Sugar
Store, is a great location to enjoy après sail or just
watch the world go by. Also available for functions
and events – tel 07935 351359.

VHF Ch 80 call sign ‘Shepards Marina’
Tel: 01983 297821, email: shepards.chc@cowes.co.uk
Mooring: £3.20 per metre per night in summer,
£2.20 per metre per night in winter. Short stay up to
4 hours £2 per metre.
cowesharbourshepardsmarina.co.uk

© Sugar Store

The Sugar Store will be open at weekends during the summer

© Paul Wyeth

Shepards Marina is the perfect venue for regattas and rallies
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WHITEGATES PONTOONS
Past the Chain Ferry on the east side with no shore
access. Ideal for craft wishing to stay overnight outside
of a marina.

EAST COWES MARINA
East Cowes Marina is part of Boatfolk with 11 marinas
around the UK, it is just 500m south of the Chain
Ferry, accessible at all states of the tide and enjoys a
sheltered, sunny location.

The marina has 360 residents’ and visitors’ berths for
boats up to 20m, all walk-ashore with electricity, water
and Wi-Fi. Washrooms, laundry, picnic garden, free
car park and the popular Lifeboat pub.

Also based at East Cowes Marina is the Medina Yacht
Club, an RYA-affiliated social and boating club open
to everyone. The members organise friendly training,
relaxed rallies and enjoyable evenings. Membership is
only £40 per boat.
medinayachtclub.co.uk
Facebook.com/MedinaYachtClub

FOLLY REACH
It can take as little as 20 minutes to motor to the Folly
from the harbour entrance. Pontoon moorings are
available, including a 200 metre pontoon in the
vicinity of the Folly Inn, most require use of a tender
or the Folly Reach Water Taxi to get ashore.
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VHF Ch 72 call sign ‘Folly Launch’
Tel: 07884 400046
Email: follymoorings@hotmail.com
Short stays less than 4hrs from £10.00 under
12 metres, to £15 over 12 metres. Overnight £1.70
per metre on a mid-river pontoon berth.
Folly 'Walk Ashore' Pontoon £2.70 per metre plus
£3 per night for Electricity if required.

© Paul Wyeth

Folly Reach is a tranquil location away from the busy town

East Cowes Marina and the Lifeboat Pub are a popular destination

VHF Ch 80 call sign ‘East Cowes Marina’
Tel: 01983 293983, email: eastcowes@boatfolk.co.uk
Mooring: £3.75 per metre (including electricity)
daily 1 April to 31 October, £2.20 per metre during
the winter.
boatfolk.co.uk/eastcowesmarina

VHF Ch 69 call sign ‘HM1’
Moorings £1.60 per metre, short stays less than 4hrs
£1.50 per metre.
cowesharbourservices.co.uk

© boatfolk
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•West Cowes –
Arctic Dry Dock
250’ LOA – 40’
Beam – 14’ Draft.

• Shipwright services,
traditional boat repair.

• Steel work and
fabrication.

• All aspects of boat
repair and
maintenance
covered.

• East Cowes Clarence
Yard – Slipway
120’ LOA – 20’
Beam – 10’ Draft.

•Mast & spar repair
and construction.

• Sawmill and heavy
timber supply.

• Competitive pricing.
• View our website for
more information.

• Close to mainland
ferry connections.

• Sawmill and Shot
Blasting.

Wooden & Steel Ship Repairs Ltd
DDrryy  ddoocckkiinngg  &&  sslliippwwaayy  sseerrvviicceess  –– vveesssseellss  uupp  ttoo  225500’’

East Yard – The Winch House, Clarence Boat Yard, Clarence Rd, East Cowes, PO32 6TA 
West Yard – Arctic Dry Dock, Arctic Rd , West Cowes, PO31 7PG
Phone 07849 522164  • www.woodenshiprepairs.co.uk  • info@woodenshiprepairs.co.uk

ROYAL YACHT SQUADRON

The Castle, Cowes, Isle of Wight PO31 7QT
01983 292191                                 www.rys.org.uk
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COWES HARBOUR SERVICES
Kingston Boatyard in East Cowes is one of the largest
yards on the Medina with extensive facilities
accommodating up to 150 boats ashore, from the
easily trailered to yachts and motor boats up to 
40 tonnes. A full range of boat maintenance services
are provided. 

Alongside traditional boatyard storage, Kingston
Boatyard also provides 48 self-storage rental units
from 18 to 90 sqft; ideal for storing boat gear in the
winter or household items. On-site businesses include
DFM Joinery, Island RIBs, Folly Marine, Islandwide
Marine, Alpaca Wraps, Cowes Sailmakers and 1st
Class Covers.

Cowes Harbour Services also has a multi-disciplinary
team that works afloat on commercial marine and
coastal projects on the Medina and around the Solent.
Based at Kingston Wharf in East Cowes, the team
specialises in the design, supply and positioning of
complete mooring systems, plus navigation and race
mark buoy management. They take care of pontoon
maintenance, local towage, stores logistics, escort
duties, transportation and berth repair. The team has
two working vessels Seaclear and Seamark, as well as
storage and workshop facilities for engineering,
welding and painting.
01983 299385
cowesharbourservices.co.uk

ISLAND HARBOUR
Island Harbour is just under half a mile upstream
from the Folly Inn on the east bank of the Medina.
Access is via lock gates up to 4 hours either side 
of high water depending on tides. The maximum 
draft is 2.5m.

Island Harbour is set in a beautiful and secluded
valley, yet also offers east access to Newport, Osborne
House and the site of the Isle of Wight Festival. The
peaceful marina offers over 200 berths for annual
moorings and visiting yachts, the updated and
enlarged Breeze restaurant and bar, a children's play

area, launderette and upgraded Wi-Fi. Full marine
services include a well stocked chandlery and 50 ton
travel hoist operated by Richardson’s Yacht Services,
free car parking for yachting visitors along with
extensive hard standing. 

The marina is exceptionally well-sheltered and
dredged up to 2.3m. With a cycle track into Newport
and surrounding fields the marina is also an ideal
place to bring children and dogs.

PERMANENT MOORINGS
The River Medina has a large number of year-round
berths at competitive rates on a seasonal or annual
basis. Contact the Cowes Harbour Moorings team on
01983 297821
cowesharbourservices.co.uk

NEWPORT HARBOUR
Located at the head of the River Medina the harbour 
is close to the centre of Newport, County Town of the
Isle of Wight, which has a broad range of facilities
including shops, chemists, and restaurants plus the
Odessa Boatyard on the west shore.

The harbour is fully tidal, boats dry out against the
harbour wall, on one of the pontoons or moor
opposite The Bargeman’s Rest and head back down 
the river with the ebb tide. Newport Harbour is 
Isle of Wight Council operated.

GETTING ASHORE
Popular pick-up and drop off points for RIBs, tenders
and water taxis are Town Quay in West Cowes and
Gridiron pontoon in East Cowes. No waiting or
mooring at Gridiron.

VHF Ch 69 call sign ‘Newport Harbour’ 
Tel: 01983 823885. Leave a message and the Harbour
Master will get back to you.

Summer mooring from £12 per night under 
6 metres, £16 per night 6-8 metres, £20 per night 
8-10 metres, £24 per night 10-12 metres, £28 per
night 12-14 metres and £32 per night 14-16 metres.
Short stays from £7 under 6 metres, £9 under 
8 metres, £11.50 under 10 metres, £14 under 
12 metres and £16 under 14 metres.

VHF Ch 80 call sign 'Island Harbour'
Tel: 01983 539994
Email: info@island-harbour.co.uk
Mooring: £3.00 per metre mid-week
£3.40 per metre Friday-Saturday
island-harbour.co.uk

CHC offer a wide range of services at Kingston Wharf

© Paul Wyeth
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PUBLIC LANDINGS AND SLIPWAYS
West Cowes
Whitegates pontoon, 500m south of the Cowes Chain
Ferry on the west bank of the River Medina, is
connected to the shore and suitable for tenders only. 
Thetis Slip, between Thetis Wharf and Shepards
Marina, is suitable for small vessels but not at low
water due to the short slipway. 
Town Quay, on pontoons alongside the Red Jet
terminal, provides instant access to the High Street
and associated amenities; vessels under 9m. 
High Street slipways, one at the foot of Market Hill
and another, less accessible, at the foot of Sun Hill. 
Watch House Slip, at the end of Watch House Lane at
the south end of The Parade; all states of tide access
but be aware of a possible strong cross currents. 

East Cowes
Folly Slip, further up the River Medina, towards
Newport. Be aware of a possible strong cross-current
on the lower end of the slipway on the ebb tide. 
The White Hart Slip, immediately south of the Red
Funnel terminal. Use with caution during ebb tides
and when ferries are manoeuvring; launching on
spring ebb tides is not recommended. 
Bells Landing steps (not slipway), north of Venture
Quays on the Esplanade, East Cowes; this landing 
is tidal. 
Gridiron pontoon, immediately north of the Chain
Ferry, is for landing and pick up only, no mooring.
East Cowes Esplanade, a number of slipways suitable

for launching small craft, generally without the need
for a vehicle, at or around high water.

Essentials
Fresh water is available from all marinas and at Trinity
Landing. Marinas provide facilities for garbage from
boats using their berths. Boats moored in the River
Medina or at anchor must take all rubbish ashore and
dispose of it responsibly in bins at the marinas or
public landings. Using the river to dispose of rubbish
of any kind is illegal. The free pump out berth, for use
by any boat (with prior notice), is located on the south
pontoon at Shepards Marina. Call on 01983 297821 
to arrange access and the marina staff will be glad to
help you.

Cowes Harbour Fuels, open seven days a week, is the
main facility in Cowes Harbour providing easy access
and competitively priced fuel and gas. It is 200m south
of the Chain Ferry underneath the Hammerhead
Crane. Tel: 01983 200716. VHF Ch 69. 
cowesharbourservices.co.uk

Also Lallow’s Boatyard, 50m south of the Yacht Haven.
Tel: 01983 292112 
lallowsboatyard.co.uk

Scrubbing berths are available at Town Quay adjacent
to the Harbour Office. Suitable for vessels up to 10.6m
LOA and 2m draft at spring tides and 1.0m draft at
neap tides operated by CHC. A scrubbing berth is also
available at Folly Inn capable of taking vessels up to
10.6m LOA and 1.83m draft at spring tides. Bookings
by application to the Folly Harbour Office on 
Tel: 07884 400046.

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY
If you are afloat and have a medical emergency, call Solent Coastguard on VHF Ch 16/67. 
The designated medical emergency landing site is Trinity Landing, off Cowes Parade.
Cowes Medical Centre is at 200 Newport Road, Cowes, PO31 7ER. It is open Monday to Friday 
from 0800 to 1800. For appointments Tel: 01983 295251.
A&E service, St Mary’s Hospital, Parkhurst Road, Newport, PO30 5TG. 
For non-urgent medical enquiries call 111.
East Cowes Medical Centre is next to Waitrose, in Church Path, East Cowes, PO32 6RP. It is open Monday
to Friday from 0800 to 1830, with late opening to 2000 on Mondays. For appointments Tel: 01983 284333.
Dental services are available at Amery House Dental, 6 Terminus Road, Cowes PO31 7TG Tel: 01983
291863. Park Road Dental, 169 Park Road, Cowes PO31 7NJ Tel: 01983 29377. DAMIRA, Dental studios,
34 Castle Street, East Cowes PO32 6RD Tel: 01983 296837.
Chemists are available at Boots Pharmacy at the Cowes Medical Centre as above, Tel: 01983 294467. 
Day Lewis Pharmacy, 7 High Street, Cowes PO31 7SA Tel: 01983 293011. Lloyd’s Pharmacy at the East
Cowes Medical Centre as above Tel: 01983 293133. Regent Pharmacy, Well Road, East Cowes PO32 6SP
Tel: 01983 717002.
Defibrillators are located at Shepards Marina, Cowes Yacht Haven, Birmingham Road opposite Cowes
Corinthian Yacht Club and at the Royal London Yacht Club opposite Trinity Landing. A disabled
wheelchair hoist is available for public use at Cowes Yacht Haven by prior arrangement, 
contact Cowes Yacht Haven.
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ELECTRICAL/ELECTRONICS
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WATER TAXIS
Cowes Water Taxis 
Normal Operating Hours From 18 March, April,
May, June & to end of September: Monday to
Saturday 09.00 to 21.00, Sunday 09.00 to 17.00. 

Normal Operating Hours July & August: Monday 
to Thursday 09.00 to 21.00, Friday 09.00 to 23.00,
Saturday 09.00 to 23.30, Sunday 09.00 to 17.00. 

Cowes Water Taxis Ltd will, if deemed necessary,
extend the hours above should, at any stage,
passenger numbers warrant such an increase in
hours. Out of hours charges by negotiation.   

Travel in one zone £3.00
Travel in two zones £3.50
Travel in three zones £4.00
Travel to zone D £10.00
Travel to zone E £5.00 per person

(minimum £10.00 per single trip)
Travel to zone F £10.00 per single trip
Fare from Kingston Wharf £4.00

Zone A – Cowes Breakwater to Floating Bridge 
Zone B – Floating Bridge to East Cowes Marina
Zone C – East Cowes Marina to G & J Pontoons 

Folly Reach 
Zone D – Folly Pontoons A, B, C, D, E & F 
Zone E – Outside of breakwater 
Zone F – ‘M’ Row off the Green and towards 

Egypt Point 

Cowes Water Taxis Ltd 
VHF Ch 08
07551 431993

The Folly Launch and the Folly Waterbus will
operate from April through to September 

From April to end of May Monday to Friday 
11.00 to 18.00, Saturday 09.00 to 17.00, 
Sunday 11.00 to 15.00.

From June to September Monday to Friday 09.00
to 21.00, Saturday 09.00 to 23.00, Sunday 09.00 to 
17.00 and will, if deemed necessary, extend the 
hours above should, at any stage, passenger numbers
warrant such an increase in hours. 

Visitors £4.00 Return from mid river visitor pontoon,
A and D pontoon £4.50 Return, B and E pontoon 
£5.00 Return, C and F pontoon £5.50 Return, 
Medham Bay £6.00 Return, G Pontoon £7.00 Return, 
J Pontoon £8.00 Return, North Folly Light £4.50
Return, South Folly Light £ 5.00 Return, Island
Harbour £ 3.00 Single, Folly /Cowes £10.00 Single
£12.00 return, Island harbour to Cowes £12.00 single
£15.00 return.

Folly Launch 
VHF Ch 72
07884 400046

Folly/Cowes Waterbus 
VHF Ch 77
07974 864627

All of the above Taxis are available throughout the 
year by pre booking 24 hours in advance. In an
emergency call 07879 025025 or 07734 552846 

Winter Service
Cowes Harbour Commission operate a winter water
taxi service from October to March, pre-booking is
strongly recommended.

VHF Channel 69 Call Sign: ‘HM1’
Tel: 07855 767918 or via Shepards Marina on 
01983 297821
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Vec Wash, 1 Mill Hill Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight PO31 7EA
Tel: 01983 294698     Mobile: 07896 414946

Long established in Cowes, our self service launderette 
is ideally situated close to West Cowes Marinas and only 

a short walk from the Floating Bridge.

Large Duvet Machine Available
Pushed for time? More important things to do than washing?
Try our new wash services. Service washing on availability, 

call our mobile number below. Sheets – Duvets – Curtains etc. washed, 
dried and folded. Also crew houses. Collections and delivery available.

Service washing from only £12

Open from 7.30am til 9pm 7 days a week
Just call: 07896 414946 to arrange the complete washing service

Holiday Centre
East Cowes . Isle of Wight

01983-293452
Caravans, Touring pitches, Camping, Free Wi-Fi.

www.waverley-park.co.uk
½ mile from chain ferry

MARINE & PROPERTY CARE
ALL TYPES OF WORK UNDERTAKEN 

• MAINTENANCE & CARETAKER SERVICES 
TO SUIT YOU

COWES RIBS
6.5 metre RIB with driver

PLEASURE RIDES • RACE SUPPORT 

• POWERBOAT TUITION

• EVENT MEDIA • BESPOKE CORPORATE 

& COMMERCIAL CHARTERS 

• CAMERA CREWS • PHOTOGRAPHERS 

• CREW TRANSFERS

Cowes-based experienced driver. 
Fully insured & coded.

Email: mcasson@aol.com

www.cowesribs.com
Call Mark: 07979 495537

3 Medina Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight Tel: 01983 292112
Email: lallows@lallowsboatyard.com     Website: www.lallowsboatyard.com

Specialists in Wooden Boat Restoration
GRP Repairs

Full Osmosis Treatment (Islands Only Gel Peel Specialist)
Full Boat & Yacht Maintenance & Repairs
Fuel Sales Unleaded & Red Diesel
Slipping & Scrubbing Facilities

Hull Cleaning, Polishing, Painting & Varnishing
Rigging & Mast Stepping
Engine Repairs & Servicing
Welding & Fabrication

Insurance Work Undertaken – Free Estimates
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It’s an exciting time for seagrass restoration in the
Solent with a group of national organisations
working together to support and re-establish this
extraordinary marine super-plant. 

Seagrass is the only flowering plant that lives
underwater and it forms large meadows that provide 
a home for amazing species like pipefish, spider crabs
and seahorses and supports important local fisheries
for sea bass and cuttlefish. Along with saltmarsh, mud
and kelp it is one of our amazing marine habitats that
absorb and store huge amounts of carbon dioxide,
helping us to fight climate change. The large meadows
also help to absorb the energy of the waves to reduce
erosion and flooding.

Active restoration
The Solent is one of the first few sites for active
restoration in the UK and focuses on areas where
seagrass beds have been lost or degraded. LIFE
Recreation ReMEDIES is one of the projects working
on restoration and in March 2022, teams of amazing
volunteers packed 20,000 bags of seeds that had been
collected from healthy meadows in 2021. Then, with
the help of Cowes Harbour Commission, these bags
were placed on the restoration site over a few days.
The aim of this project is to restore 4ha of seagrass and
the site will be monitored over the next few years to
help develop and refine techniques so that restoration
can be carried out elsewhere.

Reducing Pressure
Together with active restoration, the projects aim to
raise awareness of seagrass and help reduce pressure
from our recreational activities. Cowes Harbour

Commission is also working with the LIFE Recreation
ReMEDIES Project to help trial advanced mooring
systems (AMS) that cause less damage to seabed. The
new systems will be installed in 2022 to hold marker
buoys and will be monitored over the next few years 
to assess the impact on seagrass. For more
information about AMS visit saveourseabed.co.uk

Boaters can also play an important role in helping to
protect seagrass meadows. The RYA and The Green
Blue has some great advice on their website
thegreenblue.org.uk, including a really useful new
guide to anchoring and moorings. 

By working together, the different organisations can
make a giant leap towards effective seagrass
restoration in the UK. For more information about
these brilliant projects please see the links below:
saveourseabed.co.uk     
projectseagrass.org/seagrass-ocean-rescue
hiwwt.org.uk/WilderSolent

SAVING OUR SEAGRASS 

WILDLIFE

Photo by WWF UK (L)

Photo by WWF UK (L)
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UKSA
Whether you’re sailing, windsurfing, kayaking or
anything in between, If you’re looking to dip in your
first toe, keen to improve your existing skills or
interested in gaining RYA qualifications, it’s important
to invest in some professional instruction - and that’s
where UKSA comes in.  As the world’s largest RYA
training centre, UKSA have a well-earned reputation
for teaching excellence, welcoming everyone from
complete beginner to seasoned professional through
their doors for over 30 years. UKSA’s waterfront base
in Cowes enjoys some of the best learning conditions
on the south coast of England.

The Solent and Isle of Wight is world-famous for
being one of the finest yachting and cruising areas in
the world with many beautiful harbours, marinas,
rivers and beaches to explore for the best spots for
windsurfing, paddleboarding and kayaking and 
UKSA have minibuses ready to take you there.

The 4-acre training centre on the River Medina is
perfect for beginners, and with doorstep access to the
Solent, intermediate and advanced learners can really
stretch themselves.  

Immerse yourself in the experience by staying on site,
UKSA offer full-board, all-inclusive packages,
meaning you don’t have to worry about sorting
accommodation and organising food.

UKSA are proud to be an RYA Centre of Excellence
and are continually investing in facilities and training,
with a new accommodation block about to be
completed. The brilliant instructors and safe learning
environment ensure that every visitor leaves with a
new-found confidence, new skills and a smile on 
their face.

A fleet of Jeanneau 449s and a Farr 65 for yacht
training programmes and over 350 keelboats,
dinghies, kayaks, windsurfers, and paddleboards
giving you lots to play with.
uksa.org

There’s nothing more exhilarating than being out on the water

TRAINING FOR YACHTING AND
WATERSPORTS IN COWES

MARINE
TRAINING

UKSA train sailors of all ages

UKSA

UKSA’s River Medina base

UKSA
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FLYING FISH
Flying Fish, located on the High Street, specialise in
training commercial maritime professionals and water
sports Instructors, particularly superyacht deckhand
and stewardess training for customers looking to start
a career in yachting.

Flying Fish superyacht course gives you everything
you need to start looking for work as a superyacht
steward or stewardess, including STCW Basic Safety
Training, Superyacht Interior Certificate, Barista
training, wine appreciation and cocktail mixing
courses.

A Flying Fish also provide MCA and RYA training
courses, Powerboat Level 2, First aid, VHF,
Firefighting or chartering a motorboat for the day.
flyingfishonline.com

REBEL MARINE
If you are interested in power boat training, Rebel
Marine based in Cowes Yacht Haven run courses 
for RYA Powerboat Level 1 through to Advanced
Powerboat Certificate of Competence as well as 
RIB rides, charter and corporate hire.
rebelmarine.co.uk

Several of Cowes yacht clubs also offer Powerboat
Level 2 as part of their race officer training
programmes.

SALTY SAILING
Salty Sailing, based at Shepards Marina, aim to
provide the knowledge, skills and confidence to make
sailing fun and encourage everyone to get out on the
water and give it a go in a calm, supportive and
encouraging environment.

Salty Sailing runs a wide range of RYA courses on
their 40 foot Bavaria yacht to suit all skill levels from
Start Sailing and Competent Crew for complete
beginners through to Yachtmaster Offshore, as well as
a choice of courses designed to hone and develop
specific skills such as sail trim techniques, man
overboard recovery and close quarters manoeuvring.
saltysailing.co.ukFlying Fish superyacht trainees

Flying Fish offer powerboat courses and RIB charter

Courses run on Salty Sailing’s 40 foot yacht

Sienna Anderson
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Beautifully refurbished 
pub & restaurant, open 7 days

Located on the seafront in Cowes

Amazing views from our large outdoor 
roof-top and ground-floor terrace areas

Steak, seafood, ale & 
cocktails with a view

For more details see 
www.globecowes.co.uk

The Globe 
The Parade 
Cowes 
Isle of Wight 
PO31 7QJ

Tel: 01983 632363
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Sir Max Aitken Museum
This remarkable museum is housed in an eighteenth-century
sail maker’s loft, originally used by Ratsey & Lapthorn, where
sails for the King’s racing yacht Britannia were made.

Sir Max Aitken Bt, DSO, DFC was a keen and very able
yachtsman and co-founder of the Cowes to Torquay powerboat
race. In 1979, Sir Max created a charitable trust to preserve
his private collection of marine paintings, nautical instruments,
ships models, figureheads, trophies, and furniture. Whether
you are fascinated by maritime history or just enjoy unique
exhibits, the museum is well worth a visit.

The venue is available to hire and provides a superb setting on
the waterfront in the middle of Cowes. The room is a perfect
place for meetings, lunch, a special dinner, or drinks party. This
beautiful building is also licensed for wedding ceremonies.

Opening dates: May to September
(please check website to confirm)
Opening times: Tuesday – Saturday, 10.00 – 16.00

The Prospect, 83 High Street, Cowes, Isle of Wight PO31 7AJ     Tel: 01983 293800
www.sirmaxaitkenmuseum.org

Call our booking line on
01983 292508

The Best Western 
New Holmwood Hotel, 

right on the waterfront in Cowes

• ACCOMMODATION 
– 26 ROOMS

BAR, LOUNGES, RESTAURANT 
AND OUTSIDE TERRACES OPEN
DAILY TO NON RESIDENTS FOR

• TEA AND COFFEE
• DRINKS
• SNACKS
• LUNCH

• AFTERNOON TEA
• DINNER

QUEENS ROAD, EGYPT POINT, 
COWES, IOW. PO31 8BW

www.newholmwoodhotel.co.uk

Murrays Seafood Restaurant

Set Priced & A’La Carte Menus, 
Catch of the Day Board

Featuring the Very Best Local Produce
Island Lobster, Crab, & locally Landed Fish

Menus Have a Choice of Fresh Fish, Island Steaks
Vegetarian & Vegan Dishes

Open Every Day 
Lunch 12.00pm  & Dinner 6.30pm

Tel 01983 296233     106 High Street Cowes
info@murrays.co       www.murrays.co
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1 Shooters Hill Cowes Isle of Wight 07399 567156
www.sailsofcowes.co.uk • info@sailsofcowes.co.uk

(next to Sainsbury’s)
Open 7 days a week

EAT IN OR TAKEAWAY
A small selection from our menu

• All day breakfasts, Gluten free, Vegan 
or vegetarian available

• Hot drinks, cold drinks, ice cream shakes
• A Selection of freshly made Sandwiches –
Baguettes – Panini

• Light bites from jacket potatoes and specials
• Yacht / Event catering from Breakfast / lunches
for days out, race days

• A selection of Homemade Cakes and Scones
• Free Wi-Fi & hot drinks loyalty card

Now Stocking 
Kayak’s, SUP’s and Accessories

JOLLIFFES CHANDLERYJOLLIFFES CHANDLERY

EVERYTHING FOR YOUR BOAT
2-4 Birmingham Road, Cowes2-4 Birmingham Road, Cowes

01983 29010001983 290100
www.jolliffeschandlery.com

Brands in stock include:
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DUKE of YORK INN
Mill Hill Road, Cowes, 
Isle of Wight PO31 7BT

Tel. 01983 295171

www.dukeofyorkcowes.co.uk
Great Value Accommodation

All Rooms en-suite
Full English Breakfast through to Evening Meals

Crews & Families Welcome

An exciting shopping experience
Set in an 1800’s Victorian ‘Little High Street’
in Cowes Town Central, 104 High St, Cowes

12 RETAIL COLLECTIONS UNDER ONE ROOF
1. Tastes of Britain 
gourmet foods

2. The Gin Joint with 
over 400 selections

3. Harry Potter ‘Cupboard
under the stairs’

4. Vital Spark – Fantasy, 
Gothic and Incense

5. AquaZen – for your spa 
at home

6. Freshwater Bay Pearl 
Jewellery

7. Movie and Music Gear
8. Star Wars Spaceport
9. SOC Socks of Cowes
10. That Umbrella Shop
11. Isle of Wight Gifts
12. Dinosaur Island

PLUS Post Office

Coming Soon Pinnacle Suites Hotel

NEW

NEW
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Cowes Harbour is the maritime gateway to the Isle
of Wight and the Island’s main commercial port.
The harbour is easily accessible to all types of
vessels, with a river that is navigable as far as the
county town of Newport. 

Cowes has always been popular with cruising rallies
and is one of the most visited ports on the south coast
of England. There is a wide choice of berthing options,
services and facilities in the harbour and on the
sheltered waters of the River Medina, ranging from
fully serviced marinas right at the centre of the town
to more peaceful berths and mooring buoys away
from it all. 

As well as recreational craft, Cowes also sees a large
number of commercial shipping movements, with
high-speed ferries, vehicle and freight ferries, and
ships up to 100m in length moving in and out of the
harbour. In this busy marine environment, it is
essential for everyone’s safety and enjoyment that all
water users understand how to navigate safely in a
crowded river and harbour and understand the local
regulations as well as the International Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREGs). 

Cowes Harbour Commission’s number one priority is
to maintain a safe harbour, and to this end, local
regulations exist to assist the navigators of leisure and
commercial craft. In Cowes, these regulations and
advice are known as General Directions, and Local
Notices to Mariners. It is the responsibility of all boat
owners, agents, charterers, marinas, yacht clubs and
sailing organisations to ensure all Cowes Harbour
General Directions and Local Notices to Mariners are

made known to the masters or persons in charge of
their vessels or craft.

See: cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/GDs and
cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/LNTMs

Improving Cowes Harbour
Cowes Harbour Commission’s vision is for the
harbour to fulfil its potential in delivering first-class
port facilities and leisure services and to act as the
main transport and maritime gateway supporting the
Isle of Wight’s economy and employment.

Cowes Harbour is a Trust Port, which means it is run
for the benefit of the port’s stakeholders and is
operated in a commercially viable manner in order to
generate a financial surplus. Any profit (surplus) Trust
Ports make is reinvested back into the development of
the port and to benefit stakeholders, including
harbour users, the local community and other groups
with an interest in the port.

In Cowes, the Harbour Advisory Committee is
consulted about all potential community engagement
projects (called stakeholder benefit investments) that
are being considered by CHC. In recent years, 
CHC has funded a wide range of stakeholder benefit
projects, including membership of the Isle of Wight
Estuaries Project, the installation of two
environmental monitoring stations, work towards a
Sustainable Maintenance Dredging Management Plan
for dredging stakeholders, CCTV around the harbour,
a contribution towards the operation of a harbour
water taxi service, and free parking at the Harbour
Office for the Wessex Cancer Trust Charity.

Navigation and port information 
COWES HARBOUR AND THE RIVER MEDINA 

© Red Funnel

COWES
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In order to reach Cowes Harbour, vessels pass through
the Solent and within the limits of the 
Port of Southampton. 

Whilst navigating in the Solent, mariners are advised
to maintain a good listening watch on VHF Ch12,
which is the port working frequency used by
Southampton Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) and
shipping. 

Listen out for VTS broadcasts, which will be 
pre-empted by a transmission on Ch12, giving
information on large ship movements, local weather
conditions and any new navigational warnings. 

Precautionary Area 
(Thorn Channel, Port of Southampton) 
An approach to Cowes Harbour may involve
transiting the Southampton Port Precautionary Area
(Thorn Channel) and the Moving Prohibited Zone
(MPZ) that exists around large commercial vessels
navigating the approaches to the port of Southampton. 

The Precautionary Area assists the safe transit of large
commercial vessels over 150m in length overall. It is
bounded by the Hook buoy off Calshot Castle to the
north, and the Gurnard and Prince Consort buoys to
the south. 

Commercial shipping maintains a right of way in the
Precautionary Area. You must keep out of the way.
The MPZ around a large vessel requires you to keep at
least 1,000m ahead and 100m either side of the ship in
question. Remember the ‘zone’ moves with the ship. 

Inbound vessels on a flood tide may alter course to
port and head towards the Gurnard buoy before
making a large alteration to starboard to enter the
Thorn Channel. 

See: southamptonvts.co.uk/Port_Information/
Navigation/Notices_to_Mariners

Ferries and commercial vessels
Ships up to 100m length and 5.7m draft transit the
harbour to use the wharves on the River Medina.
There are also frequent ferry movements in the
harbour and its approaches. 

Two Inner Harbour Precautionary Areas are marked
on Chart 2793 for the Red Jet turning area and Red
Funnel East Cowes berthing areas. 

Vessels should not overtake the inbound Red Jet on
her starboard side when approaching their berth at
Town Quay as they swing to starboard towards the
terminal. Red Jets sound one short blast prior to
swinging and on departure. 

Red Funnel inbound vehicle ferries turn to port at 
No. 6 buoy to approach their berth at East Cowes. 

The Red Funnel freight ferry service has a lay-by berth
just north of the vehicle ferry berth. The freight ferries
manoeuvre between the linkspan at the vehicle ferry
berth and the lay-by berth and vice-versa to allow safe
access/egress for the vehicle ferry. 

Red Funnel vehicle and freight ferries, Red Jets, and
cargo vessels can only safely navigate within the
fairway. All vessels are reminded of their obligations
under Rule 9 of the COLREGs.

SAILING IN THE SOLENT

Precautionary Area and Thorn Channel

© Martin Allen/CWL
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The Cowes Outer Fairway extends 500m north of 
Nos. 1 and 2 buoys. All vessels must comply with Rule
9 of the COLREGs: Navigation in Narrow Channels.
Vessels should enter and leave the Inner Harbour
between the green No. 1 and red No. 2 fairway buoys.
Small vessels up to 20m in length may use the Eastern
Channel. 

If approaching from the west, stay 125m from the
shore to avoid rocks along The Green and stay clear 
of the row of yellow swinging moorings 
(March-October). 

If approaching from the east, pass 200m north of 
Old Castle Point leaving the Shrape Beacon to port.
Pass north of the swinging moorings and Cowes
Breakwater. 

A sailing vessel fitted with an auxiliary engine must
proceed with the engine running and ready for
immediate use in the Inner Harbour. 

The UKHO chart 2793 ‘Cowes Harbour and River
Medina’, published in 2019, has various updates
including: the Eastern Channel, Inner Fairway
Precautionary Areas, Red Funnel freight ferry 
lay-by berth, and updated cautionary notes.

Essential safety information 
Cowes Harbour Commission’s top priority is to
maintain a safe harbour, and it is the responsibility 
of all harbour users to follow the Cowes Harbour
General Directions and Local Notices to Mariners.
CCTV is utilised for harbour safety management.

Speed limit and wash 
All craft must comply with the speed limit and wash
regulations in Cowes Harbour. 
The speed limit in the Inner Harbour is 6 knots
through the water with no wash. This limit applies
within the Cowes Harbour jurisdiction, which
includes the area within 100m of the Mean High
Water Mark west and east of the harbour entrance as
far as Egypt Point and Old Castle Point. The CHS
special mark is laid at the north-western extent of the
6 knots speed limit off The Green. 

Navigate with care and caution and keep a good
lookout for other vessels and swimmers in the water
off the beach at Prince’s Green in Cowes.

APPROACHES TO COWES

COWES INNER FAIRWAY
There are numerous famous landmarks of Cowes that
can be seen as you enter the Inner Fairway, with the
Cowes Breakwater to port, the Royal Yacht Squadron
to starboard, and the giant Union Flag doors of
Venture Quays ahead. 

The historic Cowes Parade stretches along the Cowes
waterfront, including many of Cowes’s renowned
yacht clubs and Trinity Landing, a public pontoon. 

The Red Jet passenger ferry terminal is next to Town
Quay, which has pontoons for visiting boats under 
9m LOA, plus a small scrubbing berth. Along the
starboard shore are Cowes Yacht Haven and 
Shepards Marina. 

The East Cowes side of the River Medina is home to 
a range of marine-related industries and the Classic
Boat Museum Gallery. Red Funnel’s vehicle ferry
terminal and freight lay-by berth are south of 
No. 6 buoy, followed by Trinity Wharf.
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Tides in the approaches to Cowes can run up to 3
knots. These strong tidal streams have a significant
effect on the manoeuvrability of commercial shipping
and ferries. 

Just off Nos. 1 and 2 buoys a westerly-going ebb tide
runs between HW-2.5hrs and HW+3hrs with
maximum rates (up to 2.5 knots on spring tides)
around 1 hour after HW. The weaker easterly-going
flood tide runs from HW+5hrs to HW-3hrs with 
rates of up to 1.5 knots on spring tides. 

Between the Cowes Breakwater and up to No. 2A
buoy you may enter a tidal shadow with little
movement. 

Between No. 2A buoy and No. 4A beacon from 
HW-2.5hrs to HW, vessels may experience a 
cross-current of up to 2 knots at spring tides, which
can set vessels down towards the western shore. 
This cross-current splits into two separate flows on 
the western side of the Inner Fairway (between the
Island Sailing Club and the Red Jet terminal) with a
current of up to 1.5 knots in either direction. 

Small craft transiting between No. 2A buoy and No.
4A beacon should be prepared to alter their heading
so as not to be set westwards across the fairway and
should avoid impeding the safe passage of commercial
shipping and ferries. 

At the Chain Ferry, the flood tide can reach 2.5 knots
between HW-2.5hrs and HW at spring tides. 

The ebb tide can reach 4 knots between LW-3hrs and
LW at spring tides. 

See: cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/tidal

TIDAL INFORMATION 

HARBOUR RADIO 
VHF Ch69 – Call sign ‘HM1’ 

The Cowes Harbour Master afloat maintains a listening watch on VHF Ch69 from 0800-1800, increasing to
0800-1900 during British Summer Time (BST). Hours may be extended at weekends in the summer. 

When navigating in and around the harbour, vessels over 20m must, and all vessels are strongly recommended
to, maintain a listening watch on VHF Ch69. All vessels over 20m must give notice of their intentions on 
VHF Ch69 to ‘All ships in Cowes Harbour’: 

Inbound: Approaching the harbour limits, the Chain Ferry, Kingston Wharves, and the Folly Inn. 

Outbound: When departing a berth, passing the Folly Inn, Kingston Wharves, and approaching the 
Chain Ferry.



The Eastern Channel connects the eastern approaches
to Cowes with the Inner Fairway, enabling small craft
up to 20m in length to avoid the main harbour
entrance when arriving or departing Cowes.

Vessels in the Eastern Channel must adhere to the
harbour speed limit of 6 knots through the water and
no wash. 

The Eastern Channel is, at its narrowest, 35m wide
and the dredged depth is 2.25 metres below chart
datum. 

Mariners are advised that shallow water lays either
side of the channel until passing north of the Cowes
Breakwater. 

The live height of tide can be obtained from the Cowes
Harbour Commission website and from the four tide
boards located around the harbour. 

Vessels joining or leaving the Eastern Channel are
advised to give way to all vessels navigating in the
Inner Fairway. 

Caution should be exercised so as to not be set into
the path of other vessels using the Eastern Channel 
or vessels navigating in the Inner Fairway.

cowesharbourcommission.co.uk 63

The detached Cowes Breakwater provides shelter and
protection to the Inner Harbour. The breakwater is
marked with five GPS-synchronised yellow lights
spaced equidistant along the crest displaying flash
characteristic Fl.Y.2.5s. 

Stay at least 30m from the breakwater as the
submerged rock-armoured structure extends 25m to
the north and south. 

The western end is marked by a port channel mark
Fl.R.2s and the eastern end by a starboard channel
mark Fl.G.5s. 

Do not cut inside between these channel marks and
the ends of the breakwater; there is limited clearance
and obstructions. 

A large wind shadow may exist on the lee side of the
breakwater. 

If travelling east-west along the northern side of the
breakwater, you may not be visible to craft
northbound in the Inner Fairway. Avoid entering the
fairway close to the western end of the breakwater to
allow a full appraisal of the situation. 

Avoid passing through the area south of the
breakwater due to the presence of moorings and the

limited depth of water unless proceeding to a mooring
in the immediate vicinity. The breakwater is private
property and landing is strictly prohibited.

COWES BREAKWATER 

EASTERN CHANNEL

SHRAPE WATERSPORTS AREA 
Between Old Castle Point and the Shrape
Breakwater is the Shrape Watersports Area,
providing a safe area for dinghy and dayboat
sailing, wind and kite surfing, rowing, plus related
support/rescue craft. 

The area is not to be used for activities involving
the towing of persons; such activities are prohibited
within the Inner Harbour and Outer Fairway.

See diagram of the approaches to Cowes, fairways,
and cautions on page 60.

The western end of Cowes Breakwater and safe routes



64 COWES HARBOUR HANDBOOK

(Floating Bridge)
The Isle of Wight Council Chain Ferry carries
vehicles, bicycles and foot passengers between 
Cowes and East Cowes, seven days a week, all the 
year round. 

A flashing yellow light on the forward end of the ferry
indicates its intention to commence a crossing and the
light remains illuminated until it reaches the opposite
bank. The ferry has right of way over all river traffic.
Vessels requiring an unimpeded passage must
establish early contact (call sign ‘Cowes Chain 
Ferry’) and agree on VHF Ch69 which side the ferry
will hold. 

The Chain Ferry is situated on a blind bend at the
narrowest stretch of the river. Navigate with caution
when approaching the ferry, particularly with a
following tide. The tidal flow generally accelerates as

you approach the ferry due to the river narrowing,
which may set you down towards the ferry quicker
than you anticipated. Give way to the Chain Ferry in
good time. 

During all tides, especially spring tides, there are
strong currents in this narrow part of the river. The
ebb tide is accentuated on the eastern side of the river
where the spring ebb may be over 4 knots and can
cause vessels to be set towards the eastern bank. The
ebb tide runs at its strongest in the 3hrs before LW. 

When the Chain Ferry is berthed on either riverbank,
the depth of navigable water is deepest in the middle
of the visible fairway and decreases rapidly towards
either bank and the prow or ‘forward end’ of the ferry.
For more Chain Ferry safety advice and to check
clearance depths over the chains, see:
cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/LNTMs

CHAIN FERRY

South of the Chain Ferry, the fairway lies between the
moorings on either side of the river. In the vicinity of
the commercial berths at Kingston Wharf and Medina
Wharf, be aware of large commercial ships turning in
the river when approaching or after leaving their
berths. 

Once upstream of the commercial wharves, the
Kingston Power Station (East Cowes) comes into view.
The red No. 8 buoy and No. 10 beacon mark the
eastern side of the channel. Thereafter, the fairway is
bounded by swinging moorings to the east and
pontoons to the west. Proceed with caution during
Low Water periods between the power station and the
Folly Inn, where the depth in places is only 0.6m
below Chart Datum. The river dries out upstream of
the Folly Inn, although vessels with 2m draft should
have no difficulty getting to Island Harbour marina or

Newport Quay from HW-2hrs and up to HW+3hrs,
dependent on the size of the tide. South of the Folly
Inn the channel is buoyed but not lit, and
management of the river passes from Cowes Harbour
Commission to the Isle of Wight Council.

A dedicated 12 metre training pontoon is located near
No. 8 buoy (south of Kingston Power Station) and is
available for all to practise berthing manoeuvres. 
The pontoon is secured by anchors rather than piles,
so it is less stable than other pontoons. Crews are
discouraged from landing on the pontoon except in 
an emergency, and then only with great care. Please
consider others wishing to use this facility and do not
lie alongside unnecessarily. Other nearby pontoons
and mooring buoys can sometimes be used for
training; please check availability with the Patrol
Officers, call sign ‘HM1’ on VHF Ch69.

THE RIVER MEDINA
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Cowes Harbour is regulated using a set of regulations, called General Directions, which are designed 
to promote safe navigation, the safety of persons, and the protection of property, flora and fauna in 
the harbour. 

Please show consideration to other harbour users.

COWES HARBOUR GENERAL DIRECTIONS 

For more information, see: cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/GDs
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PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES
No towing of persons in the Inner Harbour and
Outer Fairway. 

No kite surfing in the Inner Harbour and Outer
Fairway, except in the Shrape Watersports Area. 

No windsurfing and paddle boarding in the
fairways north of the red No. 8 buoy. 

No spearfishing in the Inner Harbour. 

No navigation of hovercraft in the harbour. 

No swimming in the fairways and in areas
around or from moorings or berths. 

No jumping or diving into the water from any
structure, pile, pontoon, jetty, pier or buoy in 
the harbour.

HARBOUR RULES
ENFORCEMENT 
Harbour Patrols are on duty 365 days of the year,
using conspicuous yellow RIBs. The Patrol Officers
have the authority of the Harbour Master to give
advice and specific instructions to skippers of any
vessel; you should act on these instructions. 

Cowes Harbour Commission has an enforcement
policy based on education in the first instance. This
reverts to formal written warnings and ultimately to
prosecution for repeat offenders, for offences bringing
significant risk of serious injury or loss of life, or for
when users threaten or abuse Harbour Commission
staff members. Any harbour users in breach of a
General Direction or Special Direction shall be 
guilty of an offence and liable on summary 
conviction to a fine. 

Cowes Harbour Commission uses CCTV, including
Body Worn Video cameras, for monitoring and
enforcement purposes in Cowes Harbour.

Shore fishing and angling 
Fishing from the Cowes Breakwater and Shrape
Breakwater is prohibited. No person fishing in the
harbour shall impede vessel access to public landings
or the navigation of any vessel navigating within the
harbour.

The quay walls west of the Royal Yacht Squadron
provide easy access and a good chance of catching
fish. Crabbing is popular off the Town Quay or 
The Parade walls. 
See: cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/fishing

WEATHER INFORMATION 
(Local sea area – Wight) 
Cowes Weather Station
The new online Cowes Weather Station consists of
two environmental monitoring stations, which
deliver tide and weather data for commercial and
leisure users entering and departing the harbour.

The Cowes Weather Station provides valuable
information allowing harbour users to assess
meteorological conditions and make safety-related
navigational decisions.
cowesharbourcommission.co.uk/weather

Bramblemet 
Bramblemet is an online weather information
system, recording weather conditions in the
Central Solent. Bramblemet weather reports are
derived from instrumentation on the Bramble Pile,
roughly equidistant from Cowes, Calshot and Hill
Head. bramblemet.co.uk

Maritime Safety Information 
The Maritime and Coastguard Agency is
responsible in the UK for broadcasting maritime
safety information (MSI), by NAVTEX
(Navigational telex) out to 270 miles, on VHF out
to 30 miles, and on MF out to 150 miles. Details of
the times and content of MSI broadcasts, including
local Solent Coastguard transmissions, are
published online. gov.uk/maritime-safety-
weather-and-navigation 

Met Office 
The Met Office is the UK’s national meteorological
service providing useful information about
conditions both at sea and for inshore waters.
metoffice.gov.uk/weather/specialist-
forecasts/coast-and-sea 

UK Hydrographic Office 
In-force navigational warnings for UK coastal
waters and the northeast Atlantic area are shown
on the UK Hydrographic Office website.
admiralty.co.uk/maritime-safety-
information/radio-navigational-warnings  

BBC Radio 4 
BBC Radio 4 broadcasts the latest weather reports
and forecasts for the UK. 

Shipping Forecast:
bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qfvv 

Coastal Forecast:
bbc.co.uk/weather/coast_and_sea/coastal 

Inshore Waters:
bbc.co.uk/weather/coast_and_sea/inshore
_waters



COWES TIDE TABLES 2022–2023
The following pages contain the official UK Hydrographic Office (UKHO) tide tables for Cowes. 

High Water (HW) times given in the tide tables correspond to the beginning of the HW period in Cowes. 
Tidal predictions for Cowes are based on the tidal curve below, which is specific to Cowes Harbour.

RISE AND FALL OF THE TIDE AT COWES

TIDAL LEVELS REFERRED TO DATUM OF SOUNDINGS

©Crown Copyright and/or database rights. Reproduced by permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office and the 
UK Hydrographic Office: ukho.gov.uk
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Cowes 50°46’ 1° 18’ 4.4 3.7 1.9 0.9 2.59m below Ordnance Datum (Newlyn)
Folly Inn 50°44’ 1° 17’ 4.1 3.4 1.8 1.0 2.59m below Ordnance Datum (Newlyn)
Newport 50°42’ 1° 17’ 4.1 3.4 2.0 1.6 2.59m below Ordnance Datum (Newlyn)

Wooden & Steel Ship Repairs Ltd
Dry docking & slipway services – vessels up to 250’

• East Yard – Clarence yard slipway – 120' LOA x 20' Beam – 10' Draft
The Winch House – Clarence Boat Yard, Clarence Road, East Cowes , PO32 6TA

•West Yard – Arctic Dry Dock – 250' LOA x 40' Beam – 14' Draft
Arctic Dry Dock, Arctic Road, Cowes, PO31 7PG

• Phone 07849 522164  • www.woodenshiprepairs.co.uk  • info@woodenshiprepairs.co.uk •



Cowes Tide Tables 2023
All times are GMT, British Summer Time 26 March to 29 October 2023

Times and heights of High and Low Water   | Latitude 50° 46’N longitude 1° 18’W   | Time zone UT (GMT)

HIGH WATERS – IMPORTANT NOTE. THE HIGH WATER DURATION AT COWES CAN OCCUR OVER AN EXTENDED TIME
PERIOD, I.E. A “HIGH WATER STAND”. THE PREDICTIONS GIVE THE TIME AND HEIGHT OF HIGH WATER CORRESPONDING 

TO THE BEGINNING OF THE STAND. USERS ARE ADVISED TO CONSULT THE UKHO EASYTIDE WEBSITE.



Cowes Tide Tables 2022
All times are GMT, British Summer Time 27 March to 30 October 2022

Times and heights of High and Low Water   | Latitude 50° 46’N longitude 1° 18’W   | Time zone UT (GMT)

HIGH WATERS – IMPORTANT NOTE. THE HIGH WATER DURATION AT COWES CAN OCCUR OVER AN EXTENDED TIME
PERIOD, I.E. A “HIGH WATER STAND”. THE PREDICTIONS GIVE THE TIME AND HEIGHT OF HIGH WATER CORRESPONDING 

TO THE BEGINNING OF THE STAND. USERS ARE ADVISED TO CONSULT THE UKHO EASYTIDE WEBSITE.



Cowes Tide Tables 2022
All times are GMT, British Summer Time 27 March to 30 October 2022

Times and heights of High and Low Water   | Latitude 50° 46’N longitude 1° 18’W   | Time zone UT (GMT)

HIGH WATERS – IMPORTANT NOTE. THE HIGH WATER DURATION AT COWES CAN OCCUR OVER AN EXTENDED TIME
PERIOD, I.E. A “HIGH WATER STAND”. THE PREDICTIONS GIVE THE TIME AND HEIGHT OF HIGH WATER CORRESPONDING 

TO THE BEGINNING OF THE STAND. USERS ARE ADVISED TO CONSULT THE UKHO EASYTIDE WEBSITE.



Cowes Tide Tables 2022
All times are GMT, British Summer Time 27 March to 30 October 2022

Times and heights of High and Low Water   | Latitude 50° 46’N longitude 1° 18’W   | Time zone UT (GMT)

HIGH WATERS – IMPORTANT NOTE. THE HIGH WATER DURATION AT COWES CAN OCCUR OVER AN EXTENDED TIME
PERIOD, I.E. A “HIGH WATER STAND”. THE PREDICTIONS GIVE THE TIME AND HEIGHT OF HIGH WATER CORRESPONDING 

TO THE BEGINNING OF THE STAND. USERS ARE ADVISED TO CONSULT THE UKHO EASYTIDE WEBSITE.
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